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Discuss why Hamlet hesitates and / or delays in his revenge: Fear? Uncertainty? He has to be certain who the killer is before he acts, but when he finds out he still hesitates. Depression/Melancholy? Note his excessive grief over the loss of his father, his contemplation of suicide through much of the play. Oedipal conflict? How can he fault his uncle for doing what he may unconsciously desire to do: Kill his father to possess his mother. Note: the “ghost” of his father returns when Hamlet is in his mother’s bedchamber. 
 
Topic:. This essay must contain at least 4 quotes from the primary text and quotes from at least 4 secondary sources. **4 different sources, not four quotes from one source** Secondary sources: do not use all general websources like Cliff’s Notes, Monarch Notes, Spark Notes or websites containing student papers. Professional Websites for thematic matters like depression, suicide, formalized revenge, make good sources. **Two of your sources should be from scholarly journals accessed through our library site or from books or journals in the library or Google Scholar. Important note: Do not use sources that simply explain the plot. We do not need a source to tell us that Hamlet is Gertrude’s son. . . Use sources to back up a point you are making or to establish a line of reasoning.

 At least one quote must be indented—a quote of 4 or more lines. Paraphrases of secondary sources must be introduced by author and title. Documentation must conform to MLA guidelines for citation notes and works cited page, 

for citation notes and works cited page, which appear on the library website. 

